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Country artist wins inaugural
MacarthurCook Art Award

Melbourne: The inaugural MacarthurCook Art Award has been won by an

artist from country Victoria, Mitch Lang.

The painting depicts three human bodies with houses for heads in a dramatic
rendering of the competition theme, epicting the role of the built

environment in which we liveOQ
First prize was $15,000.

Ms Lang said her oil painting, Houses Awaiting, was originally inspired by a

self-portrait she painted in the 1980s when she bought her first home.

@ had painted a @ouse headQn the 1980s when | bought my first home and
when | heard about the MacarthurCook Art Award, | went back to that image

because that is my image of home,Gshe said.

On the @0s when | bought my first house in the country, it meant quite a lot to
me. At the time, | did my self-portrait with my house as my head. It was my
way of saying that a home becomes a very important part of our identity in

Australia.

Ohe final painting | submitted for the award also explores how forlorn and

lonely a house looks when there is no-one living there. But you know, the



painting is open to interpretation and hearing other people® interpretations is
one of the things I like about exhibiting."

MacarthurCook Managing Director Craig Dunstan said the winning entry was

@ fascinating interpretation of a very fundamental part of Australian lifeO

Announcing the award at Melbourne Gallery, fortyfivedownstairs, Mr Dunstan
said the judges were delighted with the art community® response to the

award and very impressed with the more than 160 entries.

The entries were shortlisted to 36 paintings, 26 of which will be on display at

fortyfivedownstairs gallery in Flinders Lane, Melbourne from July 3 to July 17.

(his has been an overwhelmingly positive response to our Award and 1@h
delighted by the standard of the efforts,OMr Dunstan said.

vitch Lang® winning entry is a real attention grabber and a worthy winner of
the title.O

Ms Lang said the broader community should understand how important
awards like the MacarthurCook Art Award are to the arts community.

"Awards like this give artists the opportunity to exhibit their work and

participate in a group show with their peers,Oshe said.

Prominent members of Australia® art scene were involved as judges,
including
» Mary Lou Jelbart, artistic director of fortyfivedownstairs gallery;
» Simon Klose, director of the Benalla Art Gallery; and
» Robert Clinch, a much-respected artist who specialises in urban

landscapes.
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About MacarthurCook:

MacarthurCook Limited (MCK) is an Australian Stock Exchange listed company specialising in
the investment management of direct property, real estate securities and mortgage assets.

MacarthurCook manages more than A$1.5 billion on behalf of over 20,000 investors. The ISO
accredited organisation is the investment manager for thirteen funds including: MacarthurCook
Industrial REIT, MacarthurCook Industrial Property Trust, MacarthurCook Office Property Trust,
MacarthurCook Retail Property Trust, MacarthurCook Diversified Property Income Fund,
MacarthurCook Mortgage Fund, Advance Mortgage Fund, MacarthurCook Property Securities
Fund, Advance Property Securities Fund, MacarthurCook Asian Real Estate Securities Fund,
RMR Asia Real Estate Fund and the RMR Asia Pacific Real Estate Fund.

Listed on the Australian Stock Exchange are the MacarthurCook Property Securities Fund (MPS)
and MacarthurCook Asian Real Estate Securities Fund (MSAS). Listed on the Singapore Stock
Exchange is MacarthurCook Industrial REIT and MacarthurCook Property Securities Fund. Listed
on the American Stock Exchange is the RMR Asia Pacific Real Estate Fund (RAP) and the RMR
Asia Real Estate Fund (RAF).

The Company has approximately 1,000 shareholders, the largest of which are Ascalon Capital
Managers Limited, an associate of the St George Banking Group with about 17 per cent, and
MacarthurCook directors and senior executives, who hold 15 per cent. In both 2005 and 2006
BRW magazine named MacarthurCook as one of Australia’s fastest-growing companies in its
Fast 100 list.



